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A Memorial Service
On The Occasion of The
Miscarriage of
A Covenant Child
Prelude

Salutation 
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Our help is in the name of the Lord


Who made heaven and earth.

Call to Worship
We are gathered together to worship God, to thank God for his love, and to remember the short life this covenant child has had with us on earth in the womb of his mother. We are gathered together to share our grief and to commend the one who has departed this world into God’s eternal care. We meet in the hope that while death is the great enemy, the Lord Jesus Christ has defeated death through his cross and resurrection. Thus, death is not the end, but a new beginning, and we look forward with sure confidence to the resurrection of the body at the last day.
Because this child is a child of the covenant, because God promises to be a God to us and to our children, we know and celebrate the salvation of this little one. Though this little child never saw the light of day, he now sees the light of God’s countenance. We grieve, but in hope, for we shall meet this child in glory, when with all your saints he claims the crown of life that you promise to all who share in the victory of your Son. For truly, Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.”

Beloved in the Lord, when God in his will for us allows our anticipation and joy to be changed into disappointment and grief, we must turn to him for comfort. While this child was alive in the womb, he was brought to Christ by promise and by prayer. We should not doubt prayers offered on behalf of this child have been heard and answered, for they are rooted in God’s own kind and comforting promises to us, revealed in his Word.

Pastoral Prayer
Let us pray….

Holy Father, you make nothing in vain and you love all that you have made. You formed us in the womb, giving us life, and numbering our days in perfect wisdom. Your ways are too marvelous for us; they surpass our understanding; they surround us with mystery. 

Father, you have afflicted us with sharp arrows, taking a beloved child from the womb. Hear us and help us in our grief; fill us with the light of your love and grace in the midst of darkness and despair. Father, you know what it is like to lose a child, as you gave up your only beloved Son on the cross. May you overwhelm us with comfort and peace, would you strengthen our faith, and renew our hope.

Father, we give you thanks for the life of this child, and we thank you he is now with you in glory. We thank you that you are the God of our children, that your faithfulness extends from one generation to the next. Today, we claim those promises and rest in them. Even as King David trusted in you from the womb; even as you knew Jeremiah in the womb; even as John the Baptist was filled with the Spirit and leapt for joy in the womb; even as the Apostle Paul was set apart from the womb; so we know these things are true of this child of the covenant, who we gather to remember this day.

We thank you that this child is in your care where there is no more death or tears or pain. We thank you that the promise of resurrection glory holds good for this child. We thank you that your love has overcome death through the cross and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. May you bless this child and keep him; may you make your face to shine upon him, and be gracious to him; may you lift up your countenance upon him, and give him your peace.

We especially pray for these grieving parents. Give this family peace in the midst of pain. Give them grace to endure this trial; bound their grief with the hope of resurrection; fill them with encouragement and assure them of your goodness. May they cast their cares on you and receive your abundant consolation.

All these things we pray through the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Amen.

The Lord has given and the Lord has taken away.


Blessed be the name of the Lord.

Blessed are those who mourn,


For they shall be comforted.

Let us stand and sing together…

(Please stand if able.)

Hymn of Consolation                                                                  “Beneath the Blood-Stained Lintel”
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(Please be seated.)

Let us be silent before the Lord….

Lessons from the Prophets





               2 Samuel 12:15-23













   Jeremiah 31:15-17

Psalter Lesson








                     Psalm 139:7-16

Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

 If I take the wings of the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

 even there your hand shall lead me, 

and your right hand shall hold me. 

 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

and the light about me be night,” 

 even the darkness is not dark to you; 

the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you. 

For you formed my inward parts; 

you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 

 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 

 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 

in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were none of them.

Epistle Lesson









      Romans 8:31-39

Gospel Lesson








      Matthew 18:5, 19:14-15

Prayers of the People

Let us cry out to God…

(All who desire to express their grief through public prayer may do so during this time. 

The pastor will conclude the season of prayer with the Lord’s Prayer.)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
(Please stand.)
Confession of Faith








       Apostles’ Creed

In full assurance of eternal life, let us stand and proclaim our faith together… 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Litany

Let us pray to our Father who said to his people, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine…. All your children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your children.”


Father, we trust your promises, that our children are heirs of your covenant.

Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”

Lord, even as you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress, dry the tears of those who weep today over the loss of a loved one.

Lord Christ, you wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.

Hear us, Lord, for your mercies are unfailing.

O heavenly Father, whose mercies endure from generation to generation; you call children a blessed heritage, the fruit of the womb a great reward.


We thank you, Father, for all your gifts.

Almighty God, by the death of your Son, you destroyed death for us and for and our children; you redeemed us and saved us, along with our little ones. By his resurrection, you brought life and immortality to light so that all who abide in him abide in peace and hope.

Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the grave that Jesus won for us. Keep us in everlasting communion with all who wait for him on earth and with all who have gone before us into heaven. Amen.

Hymn of Hope







                        “For All the Saints”
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Words of Encouragement

                                                                    1 Corinthians 15:54-57
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”

“O Death, where is your sting?
 O Hades, where is your victory?”

The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.

 But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Revelation 21:1-4
Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.  Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

The Benediction








     Numbers 6:24-26

And now look up and receive the Lord’s blessing….

“The LORD bless you and keep you;

  The LORD make His face shine upon you,

And be gracious to you;

 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you,

And give you peace.”
Amen.

Amen.

Postlude



 From the Synod of Dordt, Canon I, Article 17, Concerning the Salvation of Infants Dying in Infancy:
Since we must make judgments about God's will from his Word, which testifies that the children of believers are holy, not by nature but by virtue of the gracious covenant in which they together with their parents are included, godly parents ought not to doubt the election and salvation of their children whom God calls out of this life in infancy.

From John Calvin:

God is so kind and liberal to his servants, as, for their sakes, to appoint even the children who shall descend from them to be enrolled among his people…. God pronounces that he adopts our infants as his children, before they are born, when he promises that he will be a God to us, and to our seed after us.  This promise includes their salvation…. 
The mere promise of God ought to be sufficient to assure us of the salvation of our children….The children of the faithful which are born in the Church are from their mother’s womb of the household of the kingdom of God….. The salvation of infants is included in the promise in which God declares to believers that he will be a God to them and to their seed...Their salvation, therefore, has not its commencement in baptism, but being already founded on the word, is sealed by baptism… 
The children of the godly are born the children of the Church, and...they are accounted members of Christ from the womb, because God adopteth us upon this condition, that he may be also the Father of our seed.

The offspring of believers is born holy, because their children, while yet in the womb...are included in the covenant of eternal life...Nor...are they admitted into the Church by baptism on any other ground than that they belonged to the body of Christ before they were born.

From Martin Luther’s “Comfort for Women Who Have Had a Miscarriage”:

A final word—it often happens that devout parents, particularly the wives, have sought consolation from us because they have suffered such agony and heartbreak in child-bearing when, despite their best intentions and against their will, there was a premature birth or miscarriage and their child died at birth or was born dead.
One ought not to frighten or sadden such mothers by harsh words because it was not due to their carelessness or neglect that the birth of the child went off badly. One must make a distinction between them and those females who resent being pregnant, deliberately neglect their child, or go so far as to strangle or destroy it. This is how one ought to comfort them.
First, inasmuch as one cannot and ought not know the hidden judgment of God in such a case—why, after every possible care had been taken, God did not allow the child to be born alive and be baptized—these mothers should calm themselves and have faith that God’s will is always better than ours, though it may seem otherwise to us from our human point of view. They should be confident that God is not angry with them or with others who are involved. Rather is this a test to develop patience…
Second, because the mother is a believing Christian it is to be hoped that her heartfelt cry and deep longing to bring her child to be baptized will be accepted by God as an effective prayer…
Who can doubt that those Israelite children who died before they could be circumcised on the eighth day were yet saved by the prayers of their parents in view of the promise that God willed to be their God. God (they say) has not limited his power to the sacraments, but has made a covenant with us through his word. Therefore we ought to speak differently and in a more consoling way with Christians than with pagans or wicked people (the two are the same), even in such cases where we do not know God’s hidden judgment. For he says and is not lying, “All things are possible to him who believes” [Mark 9:23]… Therefore one must leave such situations to God and take comfort in the thought that he surely has heard our unspoken yearning and done all things better than we could have asked.
In summary, see to it that above all else you are a true Christian and that you teach a heartfelt yearning and praying to God in true faith, be it in this or any other trouble. Then do not be dismayed or grieved about your child or yourself, and know that your prayer is pleasing to God and that God will do everything much better than you can comprehend or desire. “Call upon me,” he says in Psalm 50 [:15] “in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” For this reason one ought not straightway condemn such infants for whom and concerning whom believers and Christians have devoted their longing and yearning and praying. Nor ought one to consider them the same as others for whom on faith, prayer, or yearning are expressed on the part of Christians and believers. God intends that his promise and our prayer or yearning which is grounded in that promise should not be disdained or rejected, but be highly valued and esteemed. I have said it before and preached it often enough: God accomplishes much through the faith and longing of another, even a stranger, even though there is still no personal faith. But this is given through the channel of another’s intercessions, as in the gospel Christ raised the widow’s son at Nain because of the prayers of his mother apart from the faith of the son. And he freed the little daughter of the Canaanite woman from the demon through the faith of the mother apart from the daughter’s faith. The same was true of the king’s son, John 4 [:46-53] and of the paralytic and many others of whom we need not say anything here.
From the Westminster Directory for the Public Worship of God:

The promise is made to believers and their seed; and that the seed and posterity of the faithful, born within the church, have, by their birth, interest in the covenant, and the right to the seal of it, and the outward privileges of the church...That children, by baptism, are solemnly received into the bosom of the visible church, distinguished from the world, and them that are without, and united with believers; and that all who are baptized in the name of Christ, do renounce, and by their baptism are bound to fight against the devil, the world, and the flesh:  That they are Christians and federally holy before baptism...

From the Lutheran (LCMS) book of Pastoral Care and Comfort:

In love God has blessed his people with the washing of holy baptism, through which he gives rebirth in the Holy Spirit to us and to our children. When death comes before baptism, we trust in his mercy that by his grace he has received this child to himself for the sake of the death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. We take comfort in the confident hope that this child will be raised to life with Christ in the resurrection on the last day.
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